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mated at nine hundred millions. He died before
all the statues were completed, and after he had
spent a sum said to exceed ninety-six million rupees.
Two of his cousins, seeing the masterpiece un-
finished, were moved at first to carry on with the
building ; on second thoughts, they held that to
complete it would be presumptuous and, instead,
built another temple alongside. Soon after this
they died, leaving no offspring.
The question now rose : who was entitled to the
temples and the treasures ? The issue was referred
to lawyers and scribes ; and since all were Jain
they had the happy inspiration of enacting that the
temples should be vested in the Jain church. They
pointed out that the site was Jain property, and,
further, that it had been revealed to a priest that
the statue of a Jain god was buried under the
foundations. Excavations were made at the place
indicated, and a large Jain statue was unearthed.
What better corroboration of their verdict could be
asked for ? The discovery of the statue was a god-
send for the priests, as opportune as it was miracu-
lous—or seemingly-miraculous; for if I have some
qualms in swallowing the miracles of Jainism, I
have few doubts about the cunning of its priests.
The story of the origin of the Dilwara temple was
told me by an old Jain who kept a tiny shop in the
main street of the little town of Mount Abu. The
shop was a cross between a grocery and a general
emporium. I had been told that on occasion he
had curios, relics of ancient shrines, for sale. So it
was that one morning found me sitting on a biscuit-
tin in his shop, discussing with him, across the show-
case containing braces and nougat which served
him as a counter, the tendencies of Indian Art. For
the old man was quite an expert in his way and,

